Citizen Science in Action:

xeno-canto.org, an open database of African bird vocalisations
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Until recently, only a handful of comprehensive African bird sound collections were available, most famously
the Claude Chappuis 15 CD box set published in 2001. However, such commercial data sets are often Recordings

The tatal number of recordings and monthly upload rate over time. Mote that the upload rakte is plotted at a different scale according to the axis on the right.

expensive or difficult to find, and typically only contain a few recordings for those species that are covered. ] ey .
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University’s Avian Vocalizations Center, AVoCet) mostly have a limited coverage of African species. -
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An open-access initiative called the xeno-canto project was established in 2005 by Xeno-canto Foundation, Collection Statistics
aiming to popularise bird sound recording worldwide, improve accessibility of bird sounds, and increase 228331 Recorcings

9643 Species

knowledge of bird sounds. Initially focused on the Neotropics, it soon expanded to all other world regions, 10183 Subspecies
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Growth of the xeno-canto collection: number of recordings by region

Xeno-canto is a crowd-sourced, multi-lingual online database (www.xeno-canto.org) where registered users
can publish recordings of bird sounds, making them available to the birding and scientific communities.
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This unprecedented data set is an invaluable resource for researchers and birders alike, in
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. S Tl e Vocal differentiation is particularly important in recent taxonomic changes, e.g. in the
T e o s G Emis o (s recently “split” European Pied and Atlas Pied Flycatchers Ficedula hypoleuca and F.
speculigera, Western Subalpine and Moltoni’s Warblers Sylvia inornata and S. subalpina, and
o will no doubt continue to remain an important factor in future potential splits of taxa that
sl e i e e ann ol b . , , , ,
swie =~ I - — are good candidates for elevation to species rank, e.g. highland Little Rush Warblers
e ) RN e o Bradypterus baboecala.
R——— g s
e i e I " . .
. T e In addition, the collection serves as a repository of valuable reference data that would
g previously have gone unpublished and would remain inaccessible to the scientific and
B S birding communities. Among others, it includes recordings of a number of first country
‘ e e e e e S records, for example Eurasian Turtle-Dove Streptopelia decaocto in Senegal, Cabanis’s
Bunting Emberiza cabanisi in Guinea-Bissau, and Western Citril Crithagra frontalis in Kenya.

Sample species maps

Ornithologists and birders are encouraged to publish their sound recordings on xeno-canto,
thus contributing to this invaluable continent-wide resource.
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